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The Boston Public Library is one of 
thirty-three depository libraries of the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 


Inventors, scientists and engineers, 
marketing researchers and historians 
use the patent collection for 


Mi specifications and drawings of known 
patents 


M™ state-of-the-art in a specific subject 
area 


@™ prior existence of a patent for a 
specific idea 


@™@ areas of activity of a known inventor 
or company 


The Science Reference staff provides 
assistance in patent searching during 
regular library hours, but does not 
make the actual search or interpret 
patent law. 


Patent searching is time Consuming; 
even preliminary searches may take 
a whole day. 


The U.S. Patent Collection Includes: 


Specifications and drawings of patents 
full text and drawings of unnumbered 
patents (1790-1835) and numbered 
patents from #1 (1836) to date. 


Abstracts of patents 
1836-1871 in Commissioner’s Report 
1872 to date in Official Gazette 


Patent searching resources 
Index of Classification 
Manual of Classification 
Classification Definitions 

Part 1: List of Patentees 

Part 2: Subjects of Invention 
Patent Classification/subclass listing 
Patent Classification/numerical listing 


The Boston Public Library also has a 
complete file of British patents 

(1617 to date) and German patents, 
#292 ,001-669,684 (1898-1938) as well 
as patent journals from many foreign 
countries. 


Mail and telephone orders for photo- 
copies of patents are accepted. 

Per page charges, service and 
mailing costs will be quoted on 
request. Estimates for a particular 
order can not be given due to the 
variability in length of patents. 


Boston Public Library 
Copley Square 

Boston, MA 02117 
(617) 536-5400 ext. 265 
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